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802.11 Networking Acronyms – Module 2
AP – Access Point (wireless access point)

STA – Station (wireless station)

BSS – Basic Service Set

IBSS – Independent Service Set (ad hoc wireless network)

ESS – Extended Service Set

DS – Distribution System

SSID – Service Set Identifier

CSMA/CA – Carrier Sense Multi Access with Collision Avoidance

RTS – Request to Send

CTS – Clear to Send

DCF – Distributed Coordination Function

PCF – Point Coordination Function

HCF – Hybrid Coordination Function

NAV – Network Allocation Vector

IFS – Interframe Spacing/Interframe Space

SIFS – Short Interframe Space

PIFS – PCF Interframe Space


CIFS – DCF Interframe Space


EIFS – Extended Interframe Space

LLC – Logical Link Control

MAC – Media Access Control

PHY – Physical Layer

RF – Radio Frequency

FHSS – Frequency Hopping Spread Spectrum

DSSS – Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum
OFDM – Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing 
IR – Infra Red

MSDUs – MAC Service Data Units
PPDUs – PHY Protocol Data Units
CRC – Cyclic Redundancy Check

PLCP – Physical Layer Convergence Procedure

PMD System – Physical Medium-Dependent System

HR/DSSS - High Rate extension of the PHY for the Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum

DQPSK – Differential Quadrature Phase Shift Keying
CCK – Complementary Code Keying 

PBCC – Packet Binary Convolution Coding

ACU – Aironet Client Utility / ACM – Aironet Client Monitor
